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DEVELOFMENT OF HUNGARY'S TEXTILE INDUSTRY

Experiments are being made at present with the planting of cotton in
Hungary. The area considered suitable for cotton growing is estimated at
153,700 hectares. Since the industrial consumption of cotton for 1054 has
been projected at about 5 million tons, savings in foreign currency would be

appreciadle. In 1948, planting experiments with Soviet and Bulgarian seed
were undertaken over an area of about 11

hectares. In 1949, 365 hectares were
planted and in 195G the acreage was increased by 6,300 hectares. It is
planned to increase the cotton acreage to 113,000 hectares between new and
1954 and it is hoped that by 1955 the entire Hungarian textile industry may be
supplied with domestic cotton.

Before the war, a little less than half the demsnd for wool was supplied
from domestic flocks. During the war, the sheep population decreased
considerably. In 1938 there were about 1.6 million sheep, but in 1947, there

were less than 0.5 million. It is the intention to restore the prevar sheep
population by 195k,

.

Immediately after the war, production of hemp and flax had sunk to a low
level. By means of governmental measures, however, the area planted in these
crops was increased in 1949 to almost double the acreage in 1948, By 1g50,
approximately 23,000 hectares were planted to hemp, this being 5,665 hectares
more than in 1936. This makes it possible to supply industrial requirements.

Planting experiments were begun in 1949 vith ramie, which yields a more
satisfactory final product than flax, It has the further advantage of being

nothproof and producing large ylelds. At present, afforts are being made to
solve certain technical vroblems. '

Before the war, annually about 900 tons of imported fute were processed
in threec factories. Under commercial agreements, India and Parkistan are
Turnishing raw jute; however, experiments now are being made with kepaf, a plant
vhich Tlourished in more northerly latitudes than Jute and which has already
been planted successfully as a Jjute sutititute in the USSR .
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e The Textile Research Institute works in close collaboration with the
s Ministry or Agriculture, A opeclal division for the cultivation of cotton
hag been established. The textile factories suffered severe damage during

the var. 0f the 360,000 spindles, about 160,000 were destroyed. Tre loss

of epindles was greater than that of loows, so that the induetry was faced
with a severe yarn shortage. '

The Threa-Year Plan, which began in 1947, had ag an obJective the re.
building of the textile 50 as to achieve a production 27 percent greater than
that of 1938, The most urgent need was for increasing the number of spindles;
Hungarien industry could not, however, 5upply these imgeciately, It was
therefore necessary, ag g temporary Ieasure, to procure spindles from
England. The government purchased *':. British Crest Ring Spinning Mill, which
it reinstalied .- vithout its Pover plant -~ in Pestszent)orinc. This
factory vas orginally ouilt in 1906, was modernized Zq 1919, and operations
vere suspended in 1941, It has more than 72,500 spindles. ILike most Hungarian
textile factories » 1t 18 now working In twe shifts. Another etep tovard the
solution of the problem was the Pirchase of 30,000 spindles from the USSR, -

It 15 expected that these measures will raise tne annual yarn output by 1k
lercent., The plant 4n Szeged, in which the Soviet machines were installed, hag
R & high level of production and furnishes high-quality products, Production
- began in January 1950; maximum spinning capacity wag achieved in the summer of
1950. It is planneq to exmand this plant by adding a weaving mill,

_, According to the Five-Year Plan begun in 1951, the production of the

S textile industry 1s to be increased by 92 percent. As compared with 1949, 1954
is to register an increase of 97 million square meterg in cotton cloty produc=i
tion, 14 million square meters in woolen yard gooas, and 2,50 tons In the
Production of knitted goods.

A new develomment 1n the textile industry ts the mags proauction of ready -
towear garments, The Five-Year Plan proviges for the construction of new
Plents for mak . ng ready-to-vesr g8rments and the expansion of existing plants,
Production of ready-to-wear garments is to be increaseq t0 74 times the 1949
level,

S Textile exports are of importance. 1In 19k4g they amounted to about § -
. . Founds sterling in value, being second only to graein exports., Between
1947 and 1949 about 2o Percent of the tota) production was exported. Textiles
Pluy a role in most of the Hungarian trade agreements and will doubtless
continue to be & ma Jor export commodq ty,

. The government has assured the technical prerequisites for the fulfillment

of the Five-Year Plan, In order to lend industry support, the USSR hag sent;

. Stakhanovites ang has supplied modern textile machines. The Plan provides for

the mechanization of tke cotton industry, which 1s the largest branch of the

- Hungarien textile industry, There v1ill be, for instance > the import of a large

K number of machines from the German Democratic Republic, Becauge of their

g cuperior prod.uctivity, these machines vill free qualifieq specilalist workers 3

. Eor the veaving mills ang other branches of the industry. Hungerian heavy
industry produces winding machines vith u higher varp velocity than the conven-
tional type, which make it possible to use 89 to 90 gram Warp spools instead of
the 0ld 28 to 30 gram spools. Experience to date indicates that raising the
speed mkes it poggible for one person to attend 12 to 16 machines similtereously,

In the Rungarian vool industry, Soviet wool and cumel's hair are processed
in such large quantities that it has been Possible to reduce importa from capitalist
countries., To increase production, the development plen slag L escribes measures
for paintaining the molsture of the air in worsted sploning w113, Ventilators
such as those that have been used in the cotton indusiry, which vere introduced
ouly recently in the voolen industry, raige production between 5 and 6 percent),
reduce vastage, and permit one operator to attend §everal machines, Carding -
machines are imported from Poland,
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o - In the flax industry, Soviet machines are Yo be used for breaking and

e softening, ' The introduction of cross splndles is expected to improve quality
E and reduce production costs. Improved working conditions in the departuents
Ireparing the fibers are to be achieved through the use of flax turbines »

.0 vhich damage the fibers less and produce less dust than the conventional process.

In the Imitted goods industry the main problem is tkat of the introduction
of conicel spindles, vwhich are the basis for the development of multipurpose
machinery. In the silk industry the work of the weavers Wwill be reduced by
the use of thread guides » Which vill make it possible for a weaver to tend
several machines ¢nd also lmprove the quality of the product.
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